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Introduction
1. Civilization is defined as an advanced stage of human development, where humans as a

community achieve the highest level of organization socially, culturally, and politically.

2. The basic characteristics of a civilization include a settled life , growth of towns, surplus production,
permanent building structures, development of language and script, and a culture secured by a
strong political system.

3. Civilization slowly transitioned into urban centres. The first two sites to be excavated in the indus
Valley Civilization - Harappa and Mohenjodaro.

4. The features of the Indus Valley Civilization were Great Bath and Great Granary.

5. Town planning is one of the most spectacular features of the Indus Valley Civilization. The cities
were well - planned and followed a grid pattern, that is , in rectangular blocks.

6. There were two levels of structures in the Indus Valley Civilization, The Citadel and the lower town.

7. The Agriculture was the main occupation of the people as the civilization flourished near a river
bank. The people were known to have cultivated Wheat and Barley.

8. The people in Indus Valley Civilization also domesticated cows, goats , sheep and pigs for meat and
milk.

9. Art of weaving cloths was also discovered in that time due to the spindles found there which is
used for making cloths.

10. Trade was also an important occupation during the Indus Valley Civilization. Seals made with
terracotta materials were used that were of importance to depict a position of authority.

11. The artefacts found in the Indus Valley Civilization indicated that the people worshipped nature.

12. Female figures made of terracotta were found at different excavation sites.

13. Some reasons for the decline of the Indus Valley Civilization were floods, epidemic and over
cultivation.
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Question and Answers

D.Answer the questions in brief.

Q 1. What is a civilization ?

Ans: Civilization is defined as an advanced stage of human development, where humans as a community
achieve the highest level of organization socially, culturally, and politically.

Q 2. Why is the Indus Valley Civilization also known as the Harappan Civilization ?

Ans: i. The first two sites to be excavated in the indus Valley Civilization - Harappa and Mohenjodaro.
ii. Since Harappa was one of the first sites to be excavated, the Indus Valley Civilization is also known

as the Harappan Civilization.

Q 3. What was a citadel ?

Ans: i. The citadel was another important structure in the Indus Valley Civilization.
ii. The citadel was built on a raised platform towards the west. All important public buildings were

located here.

Q4. Name the two Indus Valley sites where fire altars were located ?

Ans: The two Indus Valley sites where fire altars were discovered were Harappa and Kalibangan.

Q 5. What was used to Make the Great Bath watertight ?

Ans: The Great Bath watertight was made with the help of Bitumen and Tar.
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E. Answer the questions in detail.

Q 1. Briefly describe the Great Bath and the Great Granary. What light do they throw on the life of the
Indus Valley people ?

Ans : The Great Bath
i. The Great Bath was a rectangular pool made of bricks.
ii. With the help of bitumen and tar, it was made watertight.
iii. There were two flights of steps on either side to enter the pool.
iv.It also had separate rooms for changing cloths.
The Great Granary
i. The Great Granary was to store surplus grains, the Indus people built large granaries.
ii. The excavations at Mohenjodaro, Harappa , and Rakhigarhi, reveal massive buildings that were

use to store food grains.
iii. Another observation made about the granaries is their proximity to river banks.
iv. The granaries may have been built near river banks so foodgrains could be transported.
v. The Granary excavated at Harappa also has a series of circular platforms that may have been used

for threshing grains.
vi.The features of the Indus Valley Civilization were way ahead of their time. The Indus Valley people

led an advanced cultural life.

Q 2. Why is the enforcement of laws important? How can the citizens of India participate in the
enforcement of laws?

Ansi) The enforcement of laws is important as without the enforcement, laws would not be of much use.
ii) The people of a country also play a vital role in the enforcement of laws.
iii) If the citizens of a country feel that a particular law is not being followed, they are entitled to go to

the court.
iv) For Example, the law of the country prohibits discrimination on the basis of caste, class or gender.
v) Thus, if a person is discriminated on these grounds, they can go to the court to seek justice.

Q 3. Elucidate the role of women's suffrage movement in extending the right to vote to women.

Ans i) In earlier days , women were considered to be inferior to men and capable of only taking care of
children at home rather than contributing to the society as full citizens.

ii) However, some women challenged this discrimination and demanded the right to vote for women in
the form of women's suffrage movement.

iii) The women who demanded the right to vote for women came to be known as suffragettes.
iv) The women's suffrage movement reached its height during the First World war.
v) During the war men were away on the battlefield.
vi) As a result, women had to be called to take the responsibility for the work which was considered to

be fit just for men.
vii) When people found women organizing and managing the work of men well while taking some

important decisions, they regretted the stereotype they had created for women.
viii) As a result, the movement for their rights gained strength and women were granted the right to

vote.



Q4.With reference to the forms of government explained in this chapter, explain which type of
government is better and why.

Ans: Democracy is the best form of government because in it the representatives are elected by the
people. They have the right to change the representative if they seem incapable of fulfilling their duties.
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